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How to Use This Kit 
 

Most of the pages in this kit are designed to replace several of the existing pages in Narcotic Tax Stamps. Some 
pages are meant to be added by themselves (i. e. nothing is replaced). 
 
If you received this document as a PDF document, simply print out the pages on a color printer, and use a three-
hole punch. If you received this document as pre-printed and pre-punched pages, just continue reading. 
 
Please replace the following pages in your book with the new pages (the new pages are all in order). 
 
65-66; 101-102; 103-104; 113-114; 115-116; 119-120; Bayer is after 198; 205-206; Haskell is after 212; 211-212; 
221-222 (Narcotic Stamps Update Kit #1 3-4; 5-6); 227-228; 229-230; 251-252; 259-260; 267-268; 273-274; 275-
276 (Narcotic Stamps Update Kit #1 11-12); 277-278; Luyties is after 282; 285-286; 289-290; 291-292; 293-294; 
297-298; 299-300; 301-302; 303-304; 309-310 (Narcotic Stamps Update Kit #1 13-14); 315-316; Nysco is after 
316; 321-322; 329-330; 333-334; 335-336 (Narcotic Stamps Update Kit #1 19-20); After 336 (Narcotic Stamps 
Update Kit #1 21-22); 341-342; 343-344; 345-346; 351-352; 369-370 (Narcotic Stamps Update Kit #1 25-26; 27-
28); 395-396; 415-416. 
 
You can discard the above old pages as they are now obsolete. 
 
You may want to include this page somewhere near the front of the book, in order to indicate for future reference 
that this update kit was installed. 
 
Please note that the new pages are without page numbers. Also note that some sections have been considerably 
changed, and some catalog numbers have been added or changed. 
 
This project is an ongoing effort, and additional updates may be released in the future. 
 
I hope that you will enjoy your updated Narcotic Tax Stamps pages. 
 
 
Jim Drummond 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printed in December, 2021 in the United States of America 
 

© Copyright 2021 by James N. Drummond 
 

All rights reserved. 
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Census No. Sale Description 
Price 

realized 

N(E)1.01.1 
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, 

sale number 589,1 June 4-6, 1991. 
Lot number 3,459. 

“Fine, short perf.” $625 

N(E)1.01.1 
Eric Jackson, August, 2002. 

Item #063176. 
“Used, fine.” $3,750 

N(E)1.01.1 
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, 

sale number 670, June 30, 2015. 
Lot number 253. 

“Tiny perforation scuff at lower right, 
otherwise fine.” 

2015 Philatelic Foundation cert. 
$3,068 

N(E)1.01.2 
Eric Jackson, July, 2015. 

Item #038233. 
“Sealed tear and other small faults.” $3,000 

N(E)1.01.3 
Shreves Philatelic Galleries, Inc., sale 

number 53, October 18, 2002. 
Lot number 1,451. 

“Fine.” $2,300 

N(E)1.01.3 
Matthew Bennett International, sale 

number 297, December 2, 2005. 
Lot number 3,292. 

“Fresh and fine.” 
2004 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

#413,191. 
$4,250 

N(E)1.01.3 
Eric Jackson, May, 2006. 

Item #062129. 
“Used, P. F. certificate.” $6,750 

N(E)1.01.3 
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, 

sale number 26, April 27-29, 2007. 
Lot number 2,199. 

“Used, bright color.” 
2004 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

#413,191. 
$4,750 

N(E)1.01.4 
Eric Jackson, March, 2006. 

Item #009386. 
“Used, VF.” $7,500 

N(E)1.01.4 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 

sale number 1015, November 3, 2011. 
Lot number 325. 

“Very fine.” 
2006 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

#440,475. 
$4,000 

N(E)1.01.4 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 

sale number 1149, February 28, 2017. 
Lot number 405. 

“Very fine.” 
2006 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

#440,475. 
$2,600 

N(E)1.01.5 
Spink Shreves Galleries, sale number 

105, September 11, 2008. 
Lot number 2,071. 

“Thin speck which is microscopic.” 
2001 P. S. E. certificate. 

$3,750 

N(E)1.01.5 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 1031, October 4, 2012. 

Lot number 1,224. 

“Tiny thin speck.” 
2001 P. S. E. certificate. 

$3,250 

 

                                                 
1 “Morton Dean Joyce Collection of U.S. Revenue Stamps.” 



Narcotic Tax Stamps Update Kit #2 

 
 

Census No. Sale Description 
Price 

realized 

N(E)1.01.6 
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, 

sale number 670, June 30, 2015. 
Lot number 253. 

“Tiny perforation scuff at lower right, 
otherwise fine.” 

2015 Philatelic Foundation cert. 
#527,785. 

$2,600 

N(E)1.01.7 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 1067, March 24, 2014. 

Lot number 686. 

“Few light creases and a large sealed 
tear at top, fine appearance.” 

$800 

N(E)1.01.7 
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, 
sale number 67, April 28-May 1, 2016. 

Lot number 2,769. 

“Defects.” 
2016 Philatelic Foundation cert. 
#534,542 (“Tears, creases, and a 

repaired area in top left quadrant.”). 

$400 

N(E)1.01.8 
Harmer-Schau Auction Galleries, Inc., 

sale number 69, March 26, 2006. 
Lot number 97. 

“Used, torn perfs and creases, 
average.” 

$518 

N(E)1.01.9 Richard Friedberg. 
“Small thin spot at top.” 

2015 Philatelic Foundation cert. 
#526,375. 

$3,750 

N(E)1.01.10 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 

sale number 690, March 15-19, 1988. 
Lot number 794. 

“Repaired.” –– 

N(E)1.01.11 –– 
1991 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

#246,401. 
–– 

N(E)1.01.12 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 718, December 2, 1989. 

Lot number 5,327. 

“Used, small faults, fine appearance, 
signed Springer.” 

–– 

N(E)1.01.13 Mystic Stamp Company 
“Tiny corner crease at bottom left and 
small perforation faults at left center.” 
Philatelic Foundation cert. #427,105. 

$2,600 

N(E)1.01.14 
Eric Jackson, January, 2003. 

Item #070733. 
“Straight edge at bottom, short perf. at 

right, corner crease, APS cert.” 
$1,750 

N(E)1.01.14 
Michael E. Aldrich Auctions #106, 
November 19-20, 2021. Lot #866. 

“Some small faults, SE at bottom, 
2002 APS cert.” 

–– 

N(E)1.01.15 –– Straight edge at bottom. –– 
N(E)1.01.16 –– –– –– 
N(E)1.01.17 Ex Henry Tolman II. Straight edge at bottom and left. –– 

N(E)1.01.18 
eBay May 15, 2018. 

Item # 292551331499. 
Faults. $500 

 
 

––––– 
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16.5 X 2.5 P – W – R – Co. (Powers – Weightman – Rosengarten Company) 
(Provisional) (“NARCOTIC”) 

 

 
Overprint 
wording 

Overprint 
measurements 

Known overprint 
colors 

Application 
description 

Tail in “R” is 

NARCOTIC 16.5 X 2.5 mm. Blue, violet Horiz. or diagonal Slightly curved 
 

 
N(P)1.01 

 
N(P)1.04 

 
N(P)1.05 

 
N(P)1.25 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N(P)1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a blue handstamped “P-W-R-

Co. / Narcotic” overprint * 1,500
N(P)1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a blue handstamped “P-W-R-

Co. / Narcotic” overprint * 5002

N(P)1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a blue handstamped “P-W-R-
Co. / Narcotic” overprint * 10,000

N(P)1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a blue handstamped “P-W-
R-Co. / Narcotic” overprint * 10,000

   Stamps printed by offset. Alfano PC-3, Scott RJA28, RJA28A, RJA29, 
and RJA29A. 

 
  The top line of the overprint (“P – W – R – Co.”) is 19 mm. by 3.5 mm. Please see this company’s entry in the 
Cancelations on Narcotic Stamps section for more information about this firm. 

 

 
1919 Design size is 19 X 28 mm. Perf. 11
N(P)1.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a violet handstamped “P-W-R-Co. / 

Narcotic” overprint * 10,000
   Engraved. Scott RJA29B. 

                                                 
2 Please note that ALL of the known copies of this particular stamp are damaged, in one way or another, and/or have straight edges, and are valued as such. 
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16.5 X 2.5 P – W – R – Co. (Powers – Weightman – Rosengarten Company) 
(Provisional) Census 

 
One Cent 

 

 
N(P)1.01.1 

 
N(P)1.01.2 

 
N(P)1.01.3 

 
N(P)1.01.4 

 
N(P)1.01.5 

 
N(P)1.01.6 

 
N(P)1.01.7 

 
N(P)1.01.8 

 
N(P)1.01.9 

 
N(P)1.01.10 

 
N(P)1.01.11 

 
N(P)1.01.12 

 
N(P)1.01.13 

 
N(P)1.01.14 

 
N(P)1.01.15 

 
N(P)1.01.16 

 

 
N(P)1.01.17 

 
N(P)1.01.18 

 
N(P)1.01.19 
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Census No. Sale Description 
Price 

realized 

N(P)1.01.1 
Spink Shreves Galleries, sale number 

103, June 26-27, 2008. 
Lot number 811. 

Philatelic Foundation cert. #534,543. $900 

N(P)1.01.1 
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, 
sale number 67, April 28-May 1, 2016. 

Lot number 2,770. 

“Fresh and fine.” 
2016 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

$600 

N(P)1.01.2 
Christie’s, sale # 9,812, November 28, 

2001. Lot number 112. 
–– $322 

N(P)1.01.2 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 1,067, March 24, 2014. 

Lot number 687. 

“S. E. at right, trivial creases, fine 
appearance.” 

$600 

N(P)1.01.3 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 

sale number 690, March 15-19, 1988. 
Lot number 795. 

“Tiny corner perf. crease.” –– 

N(P)1.01.3 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 

sale number 1,015, November 3, 2011. 
Lot number 326. 

“Light natural paper bend.” 
Philatelic Foundation cert. #501,359. 

$400 

N(P)1.01.4 
Eric Jackson, May, 2008. 

Item #103109. 
“Tiny thin spot, P. F. cert.” $1,250 

N(P)1.01.4 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 1,031, October 4, 2012. 

Lot number 1,225. 

“Small thin spot at top right.” 
2008 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

#463,049. 
$600 

N(P)1.01.5 
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, 

sale number 670, June 30, 2015. 
Lot number 254. 

“Faint horizontal crease through 
manuscript date, otherwise VF.” 
2015 Phil. Found. cert. #527,786. 

$1,062 

N(P)1.01.6 EBay lot, December 2016. –– –– 
N(P)1.01.6 Richard Friedberg –– $1,200 

N(P)1.01.7 
Eric Jackson, November, 2002. 

Item #063599. 
“Manuscript date cancel, F-VF.” $1,250 

N(P)1.01.7 
Matthew Bennet International, sale 
number 299, January 18-20, 2006. 

Lot number 3,659. 

“Fresh and very fine.” 
2003 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

#393,201. 
$2,500 

N(P)1.01.7 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 

sale number 1,149, February 28, 2017. 
Lot number 406. 

“Very fine.” 
2003 Philatelic Foundation 

cert. #393,201. 
$650 
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Census No. Sale Description 
Price 

realized 

N(P)1.01.8 –– 
“Short perforation at bottom.” 

Philatelic Foundation cert. #536,348. 
–– 

N(P)1.01.9 
This stamp appears in both censuses, 

as it has both overprint types. 

“Black ‘Narcotic’ overprint is 
fraudulent.” 

Philatelic Foundation cert. #525,213. 
–– 

N(P)1.01.10 
This stamp appears in both censuses, 

as it has both overprint types. 
Scott Stamp Monthly, March, 2010, 

page 34. 
–– 

N(P)1.01.11 –– Philatelic Foundation cert. #414,852. –– 

N(P)1.01.12 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 718, December 2, 1989. 

Lot number 5,328. 
“Used, natural s. e. at R., small tear.” –– 

N(P)1.01.13 
Eric Jackson, June, 2005. 

Item #080217. 
“Thin.” $750 

N(P)1.01.13 
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, 

sale number 709, December 11-13, 
2017. Lot number 2,491. 

“Thin and light wrinkle.” $350 

N(P)1.01.14 
Eric Jackson, July, 2015. 

Item #009388. 
“Very fine.” $2,250 

N(P)1.01.15 –– –– –– 
N(P)1.01.16 Ex. Henry Tolman II. Straight edge at the bottom. –– 
N(P)1.01.17 eBay lot December 19, 2016. –– –– 

N(P)1.01.18 
Eric Jackson auction #443. 

Lot number 73. 
“F-VF thin and pulled perf.” $460 

 
 

––––– 
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  A very rare linen tag with a variety of printed and handstamped in New York narcotic stamps.3 The $19.36 that 
was paid in stamps represents the tax on a bag of raw opium that weighed exactly 121 pounds. 

 
 

 
 

This article appeared in April, 1919.4 

 
 

This article appeared in June, 1919.5 
 

 
 

And this article appeared a little later in June, 1919.6 

                                                 
3 Source: Eric Jackson, November, 2014, item #213,821, sold for $4,500. 
4 Source: “Chronicle of New Issues and Varieties,” Philip H. Ward, Jr., Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, Volume 33, Number 16, April 19, 1919, page 139. 
5 Source: “Chronicle of New Issues and Varieties,” Philip H. Ward, Jr., Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, Volume 33, Number 23, June 7, 1919, page 198. 
6 Source: “Chronicle of New Issues and Varieties,” Philip H. Ward, Jr., Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, Volume 33, Number 24, June 14, 1919, page 206. 
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19 X 3 New York, New York Census 
 

Two Dollars 
 

 
N1.200.1 

 
N1.200.2 

 
N1.200.3 

 
N1.200.4 

 
N1.200.5 

 
N1.200.6 

 
N1.200.7 

 
N1.200.8 

 
N1.200.9 

 
N1.200.10 

 
N1.200.11 

 
N1.200.12 

 
N.1.200.13 
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Census No. Sale Description 
Price 

realized 

N1.200.1 
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, 

sale number 665, May 5, 2015. 
Lot number 290. 

“Light magenta cancel, light thinning 
and creases, fine appearance.” 

2011 Weiss certificate. 
Philatelic Foundation cert. #544,279. 

$826 

N1.200.2 
Eric Jackson, May, 2013. 

Item #198923. 
“Fine.” $1,750 

N1.200.3 
Eric Jackson, February, 2008. 

Item #048784. 
“Crease.” $1,250 

N1.200.3 
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, 

sale number 670, June 30, 2015. 
Lot number 250. 

“Horizontal crease across 
Liberty’s head.” 

Philatelic Foundation cert. #527,782. 
$1,180 

N1.200.4 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 718, December 2, 1989. 

Lot number 5323. 

“Slight creases and wrinkles.” 
Philatelic Foundation cert. #220,706. 

Signed Stanley Gibbons, Inc. 
–– 

N1.200.5 –– 
“It is genuine.” (straight edge at top). 
Philatelic Foundation cert. #131,589. 

–– 

N1.200.6 –– 
“Small faults.” 

Philatelic Foundation cert. #477,255. 
This stamp illustrated in Scott. 

–– 

N1.200.7 
Eric Jackson, May, 2013. 

Item #198924. 
“Natural straight edge at bottom.” $1,500 

N1.200.7 
Eric Jackson, March, 2018. 

Item #242527. 
“Natural straight edge at bottom.” $1,250 

N1.200.8 –– Straight edge at bottom. –– 
N1.200.9 –– Straight edge at top. –– 

N1.200.10 –– Used on tag. –– 
N1.200.11 –– Used on tag. –– 
N1.200.12 eBay, October 2017. “Thin botom left corner.” $380 
N1.200.13 –– –– –– 

 
 

––––– 
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Three Dollars 

 

 
N1.300.1 

 
N1.300.2 

 
N1.300.3 

 

Census No. Sale Description 
Price 

realized 

N1.300.1 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 718, December 2, 1989. 

Lot number 5324. 

“Tiny tear.” 
Philatelic Foundation cert. #220,707. 

Signed Stanley Gibbons, Inc. 
–– 

N1.300.2 
Eric Jackson, December, 2007. 

Item #102544. 
“Straight edge at bottom, tiny corner 

crease.” 
$900 

N.1.300.3 –– –– –– 
 
 

––––– 
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Ten Dollars 

 

 
N1.1000.1 

 
N1.1000.2 

 
N1.1000.3 

 
N1.1000.4 

 
N1.1000.5 

 
N1.1000.6 

 
N1.1000.7 

 
N1.1000.8 

 
N1.1000.9 

 
N1.1000.10 

 
N1.1000.11 

 
N1.1000.12 

 
N1.1000.13 
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Census No. Sale Description 
Price 

realized 

N1.1000.1 
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, 
sale number 67, April 28-May 1, 2016. 

Lot number 2,768. 

“Diagonal creases.” 
1982 A. P. S. cert. 

2016 Philatelic Foundation 
cert. #534,540. 

$1,000 

N1.1000.2 –– 
“It is genuine.” 

Philatelic Foundation cert. #131,588. 
–– 

N1.1000.3 
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, 

sale number 670, June 30, 2015. 
Lot number 252. 

“Small thin spot at top right.” 
2015 Philatelic Foundation cert. 

#527,784. 
$1,416 

N1.1000.4 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 718, December 2, 1989. 

Lot number 5,326. 

“Small faults.” 
Philatelic Foundation cert. #220,709. 

–– 

N1.1000.5 
Eric Jackson, May, 2013. 

Item #009382. 
“Used.” $2,500 

N1.1000.6 
Richard Friedberg 

July-August 1986, list #37. 
Lot 514. 

“Fine.” $450 

N1.1000.6 
Matthew Bennett International, sale 
number 299, January 18-20, 2006. 

Lot number 3,658. 

“Minor small thin.” 
2005 P. S. E. cert. 

$1,300 

N1.1000.6 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 1066, March 24, 2014. 

Lot number 265. 

“Small thin spot at bottom.” 
2005 P. S. E. cert. 

$1,700 

N1.1000.7 –– 

“It is genuine.” 
Philatelic Foundation 

cert. #477,258. 
This stamp illustrated in Scott. 

–– 

N1.1000.8 
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
sale number 1077, July 29-30, 2014. 

Lot number 552. 

“Two pulled perforations at upper 
right, and perforations trimmed away 

at bottom.” 
2014 Philatelic Foundation 

cert. #518,789. 

$475 

N1.1000.9 Eric Jackson. 

“Thin at center.” 
Straight edge at bottom. 

1997 Professional Stamp Experts 
cert. #29,669. 

$950 

N1.1000.10 –– –– –– 
N1.1000.11 –– Used on tag. –– 

N1.1000.12 
Eric Jackson 

Sale number 27, November 24, 1987. 
Lot number 114. 

“Average, rare stamp.” –– 

N1.1000.13 –– –– –– 
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The Bayer Company, Incorporated 
 

 

  Bayer was founded in 1863 in Barmen, Germany as a partnership 
between dye salesman Friedrich Bayer and dyer Friedrich Weskott. In 
1899 they launched the compound acetylsalicylic acid under the 
trademark name “Aspirin.” Other commonly known products that were 
initially commercialized by Bayer include heroin7 and phenobarbitol. 
 
  In 1925, Bayer merged with five other German companies to form IG 
Farben, creating the world’s largest chemical and pharmaceutical 
company. Following WWII, the Allied Control Council seized their 
assets because of their role in the Nazi war effort.8 
 
  Today, the company also manufactures MiraLAX, Claritin, Alka-
Seltzer, Midol, Aleve, Levitra, Nexavar, Avelox, Cipro, Mirena, and 
Xarelto.9 
 
  Bayer employs more than 115,000 people worldwide. More than 
13,000 employees work at their 50+ U. S. facilities. For the fiscal year 
2017, Bayer reported earnings of 7.3 billion Euros, with an annual 
revenue of 35 billion Euros. 

 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

                                                 
7 Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narcotic. 
8 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayer. 
9 Source: https://www.drugwatch.com/manufacturers/bayer. 
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B. W. & Co. (Burroughs Wellcome and Company) 
 

 

  Henry Wellcome and Silas Burroughs formed their company in 1880 
in London, England. In the 1920s the company established a research 
and manufacturing facility at #1 Scarsdale Road in Tuckahoe, New 
York. 
 
  The Burroughs Welcome and Company became Glaxo Welcome in 
1995, and today the company is called GlaxoSmithKline. Their 
website is www.gsk.com.10 
 

 
 
 

Type 1: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Initials and Date 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

                                                 
10 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GlaxoSmithKline. 
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Type 2: Handstamped Cancel Reading Up Vertically in Two Tiny Lines 

 

 
Cancel detail. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

––––– 
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Charles C. Haskell and Co., Inc. 
 

  This company doesn’t currently appear to have left 
much of a trace of their existence. They were based in 
Richmond, Virginia, but it is unclear when their 
business began, or when it ended. 
 
  They had a registered trademark, but that's about the 
extent of what the author has found about this firm.11 
 
  As a result, this cancellation should be considered to 
be somewhat scarce. 

 

 

 
 

  The lucky penny horseshoe holder shown above 
appeared in eBay® in November, 2021. The asking 
price was $19.99. 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
11 Source: Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office, Volume 670, May 19, 1953, page 650. 
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Type 1: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Handstamped Initials and Date 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

 
 

Type 2: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Initials and Date 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Chicago Exchange Preferred 
 

  Though the cancel on the large block of narcotic stamps shown below is somewhat incomplete, there is no 
question that it is made up of these three words: “Chicago Exchange Preferred.” This name suggests a stock 
trading board. 
 
  However, there is currently no further information available regarding which specific Chicago-based firm might 
have used these stamps. 
 
  So, though the cancel has been identified, nothing else is yet known, beyond just knowing the name. 
 
  One remote possibility is that these narcotic stamps were used provisionally or accidentally as stock transfer 
stamps. 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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DOW (Dow Chemical Company) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Dow logo. 

 
  Herbert Henry Dow founded his company in 1897 in Midland, Michigan. They 
initially only made bleach and potassium bromide, but soon they began to diversify 
their product line.12 
 
  They merged with DuPont on September 1, 2017, forming the world’s largest 
company in terms of sales. 

 
 

 
 
 

––––– 
 
 

 

                                                 
12 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dow_Chemical_Company. 
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D. S. Co. Inc. (Direct Sales Company, Incorporated) 
 

  This company was a nationwide mail-order 
distributor of drugs, including narcotic 
products. They sold their products directly to 
doctors. They were located at 54 East North 
Street, in Buffalo, New York. 
 
  Dr. John Victor Tate from Calhoun Falls, 
South Carolina, George C. Johnson, Clyde A. 
Foster and Reel B. Black were all convicted 
of conspiring to violate the Harrison Narcotic 
Act. They illegally distributed morphine to 
addicts and sellers from 1933 to 1940.13 
 
  The company held registration number 
3,897. 

 
 

This postal card is dated 1933. 
 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.10 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                 
13 Source: https://casetext.com/case/united-states-v-direct-sales-co-2. 
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Type 5: Printed “Narcotic” and Printed Registration No. (113,363), District No., Name, & Date 

 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.04 

 
N2.08 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 6: Printed “Narcotic” and Printed Registration No. (4), District Number, Name, and Date 
 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.03 

 
N2.04 

 
N2.08 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Type 7: Printed Cancel Without the “Narcotic” Overprint 
 

 
N2.05 

 
N2.10 

 
N2.25 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 250
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 250
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 250
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 8: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name and Date 
 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.02 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Type 9: Printed “Narcotic” and Typewritten Name and Date 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 10: Handstamped Name and District Number in a Large Font 
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Type 11a: Printed Name and Date In Black 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

––––– 
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Haack Bros. Manufacturing Pharmacists / Haack Laboratories, Incorporated 
 

  Haack Laboratories, Incorporated was located at 1415 
Southwest Harbor Drive, in Portland, Oregon. Jesse C. 
Jensen was the president. They made Theocardone, which 
contained theobromine and phenobarbital. 
 
  This firm merged with the Lemmon Pharmacal Company on 
September 25, 1963. They were then a subsidiary of the 
Lemmon company.14 

 
 

Their trademark.15 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

––––– 
 
 

                                                 
14 Source: The Daily Intelligencer, Doylestown, Pennsylvania, September 28, 1963, page 12. 
15 Source: https://trademarks.justia.com/714/93/theocardone-71493869.html. 
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Halsey Brothers Company 
 

  Clinton, Tappen, and George Halsey founded their first pharmacy in 
1855, at 94 LaSalle Street in Chicago, Illinois. They also had another 
plant in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
  They manufactured homeopathic medicines.16 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Type 1: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name and City 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

                                                 
16 Source: www.madeinchicagomuseum.com/single-post/2015/12/08/Amber-Glass-Apothecary-Bottles-by-Halsey-Bros-c-1900. 
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Type 1: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Three Line Handstamped Name 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

 
 

Type 2: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Two Line Handstamped Name and Date 
 

 
N1.03 

 
N1.04 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 45
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 20
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 
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Type 3: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Very Wide Cancel 

 
Note that this cancelation spreads across at least three stamps. 

 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.04 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

––––– 
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H. V – G. Co. (Hall – Van Gorder Company) 
 

  The Hall – Van Gorder Company was located at 1382 West Ninth Street in Cleveland, Ohio. They were 
wholesale druggists. Their registry number was 139. The company was formerly known as Benton, Myers and 
Canfield in 1870, and then Benton, Hall and Company.17 The company purchased the wholesale drug business 
department from Strong, Cobb and Company in early 1918 (see the Strong entry in this book).18 
 
  An enhanced image of their cancelation is shown at the left, below. 
 
  Lucien B. Hall and George Van Gorder (b. September 14, 1895, d. February 20, 1977)19 merged their company 
with the McKesson and Robbins firm in New York in 1928. 

 

 
 

Reg. No. 139 
18th Ohio 

H. V-G. Co. 

 
 

This article appeared in 1910.20 
 

 
N1.02 

 
N1.04 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 20
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 

                                                 
17 Source: Vignettes of Clifton Park, Blythe R. Gehring, 1996, page 82. 
18 Source: http://abandonedonline.net/locations/industry/the-mechanical-rubber-company. 
19 Source: The Halve Maen (The Holland Society of New York), Volume 52, Number 1, Spring, 1977, page 16. 
20 Source: The American Perfumer and Essential Oil Review, Volume 5, Number 6, August, 1910, page 142. 
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H. W. W. & Co. (H. W. Williams and Company) 
 

 
 

Dr. H. W. Williams21 

  This firm was located at 305 
West 15th Street in Fort Worth, 
Texas.22 
 
  The description of this 
company’s physical location 
and their employees as shown 
to the right is from The 
National Druggist, Volume 26, 
Number 7, July, 1896, page 
218. 
 
  Shown below is an empty 
(non-narcotic) container to one 
of their products. 

 

 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 

                                                 
21 Image source: The Southern Pharmaceutical Journal, Volume 8, Number 9, May, 1916, page 1,079. 
22 Source: The Era Druggists’ Directory of the United States, D. O. Haynes and Company, 1916, page 271. 
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J. Moore Company 
 

  The J. Moore Company, located at 415 Broadway Street in Albany, New York, was established around 1918. 
They were described in online New York directories as “manufacturing chemists.” 
 
  Chester J. Moore was the president and treasurer. He died on July 24, 1935, at the age of 60. It is currently 
unknown if his business continued on after his passing, but most likely it did not. All indications are that this was 
a very small company. As a result, the canceled stamps shown below should be considered to be much more 
uncommon than those from other, larger narcotic manufacturers. Unfortunately, there is otherwise no further 
information that is available about this company or their products. 
 
  Imagine being the president of a company and having to sign each and every narcotic stamp on the products that 
you sold! 

 
Type 1: Handstamped Company Name 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Type 2: Manuscript Company Name 
 

 
 
 

––––– 
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J. W. & B. (John Wyeth and Brother) 
 

  John and Frank Wyeth opened a drugstore with a 
small research laboratory on Walnut Street in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1860. John Wyeth 
is shown to the right.23 
 
  In 1862 they began to manufacture large 
quantities of common medicines, and by 1864 
they were supplying medicines and beef extract to 
the Union army during the Civil War.24 
 
  In 1931 the company was sold to American 
Home Products. The company was renamed to 
Wyeth in 2002. Through a series of innovative 
products, mergers with other companies, and 
supplying vast amounts of wartime drugs during 
World Wars I and II, they are today a 22 billion 
dollar a year pharmaceutical corporation. 
 
  Some of their better-known products include 
Advil; Chapstick; Preparation H; and Robitussin. 

 
 

 
 

A Wyeth product that 
contained opium. 

 
 

An early advertisement, which listed all of their current distributing depots.25 
 

                                                 
23 Image source: Discoveries in Pharmacological Sciences, Popat N. Patil, World Scientific Publishing Company Limited, 2012, page 660. 
24 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wyeth. 
25 Source: The Pharmaceutical Era, Volume 52, Number 7, July, 1919, page 192. 
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Type 1: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Printed “J. W. & B.” 
 

 
N1.02 

 
N1.03 

 
N1.08 

 
N1.50 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 75
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 45
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 45
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

 
 

Type 2: Printed “Narcotic” and Printed “J. W. & B.” (Provisional) 
 

 
N(J)1.0126 

 
N(J)1.02 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N(J)1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “J. W. & B. / 

Narcotic” overprint * 7,500
N(J)1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “J. W. & B. / 

Narcotic” overprint * 10,000
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprint was applied by letterpress. The 

overprint is 14.5 mm. wide. Alfano PC-2, Scott RJA27 and RJA27A. 
 

  Please see this company’s entry in the Genuine Printed Types: Serif Font section for a census of these stamps. 
 

                                                 
26 Image source: www.americanstampdealer.com/SubMenu/Greatest_Revenues_IV.aspx?id=378. 
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Type 3: Printed “Narcotic” and Manuscript Cancel 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 4: Printed “Narcotic” and Printed Cancel with “Canceled” 
 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.08 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 5
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

     
 

Some printed “J. W. & Bro.” cancels on some proprietary stamps. 
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Type 5: Handstamped Cancel 
 

 
 

Type 6: Printed Cancel with “Canceled” 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

This cancel is also known inverted: 
 

 
 

 
 

For later cancels, see the entry for Wyeth Laboratories Incorporated. 
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Knoll Pharmaceutical Company 
 

  The Knoll Pharmaceutical Company (later known as 
Knoll Pharmaceuticals) was located in Orange, New 
Jersey. It was founded by Albert and Hans Knoll in 
Germany in 1886. It became part of Abbott 
Laboratories in June, 2002.27 
 
  The company produced Dilaudid, Sibutramine, 
Propafenone, Isophan, Ancrod (Viprinex), and various 
other products with equally unpronounceable names. 

 

  
 
 

Type 1: Handstamped Cancel 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Type 2: Printed Cancel 
 

 

                                                 
27 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knoll_Pharmaceuticals. 
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Luyties Pharmacal Company 
 

  Herman Luyties, M. D. opened a small homeopathic 
practice in downtown St. Louis, Missouri in the 1840s. As his 
business grew, he officially opened a small pharmacy in 
1853. He was the first local resource that was west of the 
Mississippi River.28 
 
  This business held registration number 1,834. It is currently 
unclear how manufacturing homeopathic medicines could be 
associated with also manufacturing products that contained 
narcotics. 
 
  According to one source, the business folded in 1961:29 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
28 Source: https://healthygoods.com/brands/luyties-tissue-salt. 
29 Source: https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_mo/00001967. 
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Type 2: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Initials and Year Inside of a Box 

 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.04 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 3: Handstamped Initials and Date, with “M. & Co. Inc.” 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Type 4: Handstamped Initials and Date, with “NO. M. & Co., Inc.” 
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Type 5: Handstamped Name and Date, with “Merck & Co., Inc.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Type 6: Printed Name and Date, with “Merck & Co., Inc.” 
 

 
 
 

––––– 
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M. B. D. Co. (Meyer Brothers Drug Company) 
 

  This firm was founded by Christian F. G. Meyer at Fort Wayne, Indiana in 1852. A branch store was opened in 
St. Louis, Missouri in 1865. The entire firm then relocated to St. Louis, following the success of the branch store. 
 
  In the early part of the twentieth century, Meyer Brothers was the largest wholesale distributor of drugs and 
pharmaceutical products in the country. They were also a major exporter of these commodities to other countries 
in the Western Hemisphere. 
 
  They used registration number 2 in their St. Louis facility. The firm also had offices in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
and New Orleans, Louisiana, around 1933 (see below). 
 
  The firm was bought out by Fox Meyer Health Corporation in July, 1981.30 

 

 
 
 

Type 1: Handstamped “Narcotics” and Handstamped Name, District Number, Registration 
Number (2), and Date 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 30
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

                                                 
30 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meyer_Brothers_Drug_Company. 
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Type 2: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name, District Number, Registration Number (2), 
and Date 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

Type 3: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name and Date 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

Type 4: Handstamped Name, District Number, Registration Number (2), and Date 
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McK. & R., Inc. (McKesson and Robbins, Incorporated) 
 

 

  McKesson and Robbins, Incorporated was begun by Charles M. Olcott in 1828. In 
1833, John McKesson became his partner and the business was known as Olcott, 
McKesson and Company. Daniel Robbins became a partner after Mr. Olcott passed 
away in 1853, and it was renamed to McKesson and Robbins. Today the company is 
simply McKesson Corporation. In 2016, their revenue was roughly $190 billion.31 
 
  The McKesson Company was initially located at 91 Fulton Street in New York, 
New York. They were incorporated on August 4, 1928. When John McKesson died 
in 1893, his heirs left the company in order to form the New York Quinine and 
Chemical Works. 
 
  The company held the registration numbers 213; 1,052; and 7,069 (second 
district). 

 

 
 

  McKesson operated the Mosswood Wine Company from 1978 until 1987. Shown below are the companies 
owned by McKesson and Robbins, circa 1930.32 

 

 

                                                 
31 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McKesson_Corporation. 
32 Source: McKesson’s First Aid in Emergencies, What to Do Till the Doctor Comes, 1931, pages 94 and 95. 
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Type 1: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Manuscript Name and Date 

 

 
N1.02 

 
N1.05 

 
N1.10 

 
N1.50 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 20
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

 
Type 2: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Printed Name and Date 

 

 
N1.05 

 
N1.10 

 
N1.25 

 
N1.50 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 45
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 20
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 30
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 2033

N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

                                                 
33 The fifty cent value is known with dates of: May, ’19; June 5, ’19; and June 23, ’19. 
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Type 3: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Printed Name, District, Registration Number (7,069), and 
Date 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 30
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

 
 

Type 4: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name in a Horizontal Oval 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 35
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 
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Type 5: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name in Two Horizontal Ovals 

 

 
1919 Design size is 19 X 28 mm. Perf. 11
N2.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
   Engraved. Alfano PE-9, Scott RJA41. 

 
 

Type 6: Printed “Narcotic” and Manuscript Name and Date 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

 
1919 Design size is 19 X 28 mm. Perf. 11
N2.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 45
   Engraved. Alfano PE-9, Scott RJA41. 
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N2.100 

 
N2.100 

 

1919 Design size is 19 X 28 mm. Perf. 11
N2.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint, and 

with a purple cancel reading up (7069) * 50
N2.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint, and 

with a black cancel reading down (1052) * 100
   Engraved. Scott RJA41. 

 
 

Type 10: Printed “Narcotic” and Printed Date and Registration Number Only (213) 
 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.04 

 
N2.10 

 
N2.25 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 35
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 35
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 75
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Type 11: Printed Date and Registration Number Only (213) on Proprietary Stamps (Provisional) 

 

 
NP3.01 

 
NP3.02 

 
NP3.03 

 
NP3.04 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
NP3.01 1¢ Dark blue on watermarked white, with a black printed cancelation as 

shown on Scott RB65 * 1,500
NP3.02 2¢ Dark blue on watermarked white, with a black printed cancelation as 

shown on Scott RB66 * 1,500
NP3.03 3¢ Dark blue on watermarked white, with a black printed cancelation as 

shown on Scott RB67 * 1,500
NP3.04 4¢ Dark blue on watermarked white, with a black printed cancelation as 

shown on Scott RB68 * 1,500
   Stamps printed by offset. Not listed in Scott. 

 
  The four stamps shown above are replicated from the “Proprietary Stamps Overprinted Types” chapter. 

 
 

Type 12: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Date, Initials, and Registration Number (213) 
Inside of a Box 

 

 
 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Type 13: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Date and Registration Number Only (1,052) 

 

 
 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

Type 14: Handstamped Date and Registration Number Only (1,052) 
 

 
 

Type 15: Manuscript Cancel and Handstamped Date 
 

 
 
 

––––– 
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McNeil (McNeil Laboratories, Incorporated) 
 

 

  Robert McNeil paid $167 for a drugstore complete with fixtures, 
inventory, and a soda fountain on March 16, 1879. The location was 
2900 North 17th Street, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
  McNeil Laboratories was created in 1933 when Robert Lincoln 
McNeil, one of Robert’s sons, became a part of the company. Their most 
popular product was Tylenol.34 
 
  Today, as McNeil Consumer Healthcare, they manufacture Motrin, 
Imodium, Listerine, Visine, Benadryl, Splenda, and many other 
products. Their parent company is Johnson & Johnson. Their website is 
www.jnj.com. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                 
34 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McNeil_Consumer_Healthcare. 
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M. C. W. (Mallinckrodt Chemical Works) 
 

  Emil Mallinckrodt started his pharmaceutical 
business in Saint Louis, Missouri in 1840. By 1880 
they were the leading supplier of chemicals for the 
emerging photography industry. 
 
  The company incorporated in 1882 as Mallinckrodt 
Chemical Works. In 1884 they opened their first office 
in New York City. They also had facilities in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Montreal, Quebec. 
 
  They began to manufacture morphine and codeine in 
1898. They produced all of the uranium oxide that was 
used in the Manhattan Project in 1942.35 The company 
had registration number 1,933. 
 
  Their website is www.mallinckrodt.com. 

 
 

Type 1: Handstamped “Narcotics” and Handstamped Registration Number (1,933) and Date 
Inside of Boxes 

 

 
N1.04 

 
N1.05 

 
N1.08 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

 

                                                 
35 Source: www.mallinckrodt.com/about/history. 
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Type 2: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Initials, Registration Number (1,933), and Date 
Inside of Boxes 

 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.10 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 35
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. 

Image is from the Internet. Scott RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, 
RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 

 
 

Type 3: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped “M. C. W.” Inside of a Circle 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. 

Image is from the Internet. Scott RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, 
RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Type 4: Handstamped “M. C. W.” Inside of a Circle 
 

 
 

 
 

Type 5: Handstamped “M. C. W.” Straight 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Type 6: Handstamped Stylized Name, Registration Number (1,933), and Date 
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Type 7: Handstamped Registration Number (1,933) and Date 
 

 
 

 
 
 

       
 
 

––––– 
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N. B. D. (N. B. Danforth) 
 

 
 

  Nathan B. Danforth’s Rexall retail drugstore and wholesale drug business was located at Market and Second 
Streets in Wilmington, Delaware. 
 
  Mr. Danforth died on January 21, 1925, but the business continued as N. B. Danforth, Incorporated. Thomas 
Donaldson became the president. The below article appeared in 1880.36 

 

 
 
 

    
 
 

                                                 
36 Source: Industries of Delaware, Historical and Descriptive Review, Cities, Towns and Business Interests, Richard Edwards, 1880, page 95. 
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N. D. Co. (National Drug Company) 
 

 

  The National Drug Company was 
located at 4679 to 4685 Stenton 
Avenue, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
  The company was later a division of 
Richardson - Merrell, Incorporated. 
 
  The below partial list of their 
specialties comes from a 1911 
invoice.37 
 

 
 
 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.10 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

                                                 
37 Source: http://nyheritage.nnyln.org/digital/collection/mbl/id/231. 
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1919 Design size is 19 X 28 mm. Perf. 11
N2.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 75
   Engraved. Alfano PE-9, Scott RJA41. 

 
 

Type 5: Printed Date and Registration Number Only (7,049) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Type 6: Handstamped Name (“N. Y. Q.”), Date, and Registration Number (10,622) 
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Type 7: Roller Cancel With Company Name 
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Nysco Laboratories, Inc. 
 

  Nysco Laboratories was located at 34-24 Vernon Boulevard in Long Island City, New York. 
 
  They made Alba-Natal, Cellulet, Humi-Temp, Isosed, Mebroin, Phoam, Prednal, Pyriladex, Quinispan, and other 
products. These products were all “time disintegration capsules” or tablets. They called this process “Nyscap 
timed-release medication.”38 
 
  The firm was bought by Revlon in the mid-1960s. Shown below is a portion of one of Nysco’s patents.39 

 

 
 
 

Type 1: Printed Cancel 
 

 
 
 

Type 2: Handstamped Cancel, with “Nysco Laboratories, Inc.” 
 

 
 
 

Type 3: Handstamped Cancel, with “Nysco Labs, Inc.” 
 

 
 

                                                 
38 Source: www.library.hbs.edu/hc/lehman/company.html?company=revlon_inc. 
39 Source: www.google.com/patents/US2878160. 
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Type 4: Printed Initials, Date, and Registration Number (149,834) in Red 
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P. H. M. Co. (P. H. Mallen Company) 
 

 

  Philip Henry Mallen organized his company on April 1, 1894.40 The 
cover to one of their catalogs is shown to the left.41 
 
  The P. H. Mallen Company was located at 20 East Randolph Street in 
Chicago, Illinois in 1916. Their business was manufacturing, 
wholesaling, and selling at retail various homeopathic42 medicines. They 
also dealt in physicians’ supplies and surgical instruments. 

 

 

 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

                                                 
40 Source: https://ehive.com/collections/4339/objects/204693/no-7-homeopathic-combination-tablets. 
41 Image source: http://antiquecannabisbook.com/chap04/Illinois/IL_Med_M.htm. 
42 Source: www.webmd.com/balance/tc/homeopathy-topic-overview: “Homeopathy, or homeopathic medicine, is a medical philosophy and practice based 
on the idea that the body has the ability to heal itself.” 
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Type 2: Handstamped “P – W – R – Co.” and Printed “Narcotic” and Manuscript Date 
(Provisional) 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N(P)1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10,000
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Not 

currently listed in Scott. 
 

  Please see this company’s entry in the Genuine Printed Types: Serif Font section for a census of these stamps. 
 
 

Type 3: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Handstamped “P – W – R – Co.” and Date 
 

 
N1.01 

 
N1.05 

 
N1.10 

 
N1.50 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 30
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 
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1919 Design size is 19 X 28 mm. Perf. 11
N2.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a violet “Narcotic” overprint * 125
   Engraved. Alfano PE-9, Scott RJA41. 

 
Type 4: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Manuscript Name or Registration Number and Date 

 

 
N1.50 

 
N1.50 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 
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Type 8: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Initials and Manuscript Date 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 9: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped In A 18 mm. Wide Font Initials and Date 
 

N2.01 
 

N2.05 
 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Type 10: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped In A 19.5 mm. Wide Font Initials and Date 
 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.25 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

 
1919 Design size is 19 X 28 mm. Perf. 11
N2.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 35
   Engraved. Alfano PE-9, Scott RJA41. 

 
 

––––– 
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Type 11: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped In A 25 mm. Wide Font Initials and Date 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 12: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name Inside of a Circle 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

  These stamps were probably used in Powers – Weightman – Rosengarten’s St. Louis, Missouri facility. See the 
Type 6 stamps. 

 



Narcotic Tax Stamps Update Kit #2 

 
Type 13: Printed “Narcotic” and Manuscript Initials and Date 

 

 
N2.05 

 
N2.10 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

 
1919 Design size is 19 X 28 mm. Perf. 11
N2.100 $1 Green on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 50
   Engraved. Alfano PE-9, Scott RJA41. 
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Type 14: Manuscript Initials and Date 
 

 
 

Type 15: Handstamped Name Fully Spelled Out 
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S & D (Sharp and Dohme) 
 

 

  Alpheus Phineas Sharp and Charles E. Dohme 
founded their company in Baltimore, Maryland, 
in 1860. Their photographs are shown at either 
side.43 
 
  The company merged with the H. K. Mulford 
Company in 1929, and then with Merck and 
Company in May, 1953.44 They were then the 
largest U. S. drug manufacturer. 
 
  They were known as simply Merck in the 
United States and Canada, and as Merck Sharp 
and Dohme elsewhere.45 

 
  This company had registration number 589. They had facilities in Baltimore, Maryland; New York, New York; 
Chicago, Illinois; St. Louis, Missouri; New Orleans, Louisiana; Atlanta, Georia; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Kansas City, Missouri; San Francisco, California; Seattle, Washington; and Boston, Massachusetts. 
 
  Shown below is an early billhead for some heroin from the company, and an empty bottle of morphine sulfate. 

 

 
 
 

                                                 
43 Images source: American Druggist and Pharmaceutical Record, Volume 54, June 14, 1909, page 352. 
44 Source: www.herbmuseum.ca/content/sharp-dohme. 
45 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merck_%26_Co. 
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Type 1: Printed “Narcotic” and Manuscript Initials 
 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.02 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 2: Printed “Narcotic” and Typewritten Initials and Handstamped Date 
 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.08 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 35
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Type 3: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name and Date 

 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.10 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 10
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 4: Printed “Narcotic” and Stencil Initials and Date 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
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Type 5: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Registration Number (589) and Date Only 
 

 
N2.02 

 
N2.04 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

Type 6a: Printed Initials, Registration Number (589), and Date in Black 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Type 6b: Printed Initials, Registration Number (589), and Date in Red 
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Type 7: Handstamped Initials and Date in Various Colors 
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Sandoz Inc. (Sandoz Pharmaceuticals) 
 

  Sandoz Pharmaceuticals was formed in 1886 by Alfred Kern and Edouard Sandoz. 
They were headquartered in Basel, Switzerland. They produced the sugar substitute 
Saccharin in 1899. 
 
  The psychedelic effects of lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD) were discovered at the 
Sandoz laboratories in 1943 by Arthur Stoll and Albert Hofmann. The firm marketed 
the substance under the name Delysid, from 1947 through the mid-1960s. 
 
  The company opened a manufacturing facility at 59 State Route 10 in East Hanover, 
New Jersey around 1964. 
 

    
 
 

Type 1: Handstamped Cancel and Date 
 

 
 
 

Type 2: Printed Cancel and Date 
 

 
 
 

Sandoz – Wander, Inc. 
 

  Sandoz Pharmaceuticals (see above) merged with Wander AG46 in 1967. This firm in turn merged with Ciba-
Geigy in 1996 to form Novartis.47 
 
  The cancel shown below was thus in use for only four years, from 1967 to 1971. 

 
 

                                                 
46 AG = Aktiengesellschaft (Incorporated). 
47 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novartis. 
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Type 1: Handstamped “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name and Date 

 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 40
N1.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.40 40¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.50 50¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N1.80 80¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by handstamp. 

Scott RJA9, RJA10, RJA11, RJA12, RJA13, RJA14, RJA15, RJA17, 
RJA18, RJA19, and RJA20. 

 
Type 2: Printed “Narcotic” and Handstamped Name 

 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.05 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 25
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 

Type 3: Handstamped Name and Date 
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S. Co. (Solomons Company) (Provisional) 
 

 
1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N(S)1.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a light blue “(date) / S. Co. / 

Narcotic” overprint * 10,000
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were handstamped. Not 

currently listed in Scott. 
 

  Please see this company’s entry in the Genuine Handstamped Types: Sans Serif Font section for a census of 
these stamps. 

 
  Attempting to determine the name of a manufacturer based solely on the initials of “S. Co.” seems, at first, to be 
almost impossible. 
 
  Fortunately though, Google came to the rescue. They digitized a book called The Era Druggists’ Directory of the 
United States, which was published by D. O. Haynes and Company in 1916. Part three of this book is a section 
called “The Manufacturers and Other Firms in the United States That Supply the Drug Trade.” This is a thorough 
listing of every manufacturer of drugs, arranged alphabetically by state and then by city, and finally by company 
name. 
 
  If we assume that there was in fact no “&” or “and” between the actual “S-something” and “Company” name 
(which is why it is not a part of the cancel), and that there were no other names that were a part of the company 
name as well, then there are just a few possibilities. These were determined by going through every entry in all 75 
pages of the book, one by one. 
 
Sagine Company, 261 High Street, Columbus, Ohio. 
Manufacturers of Proprietary Medicines. 
 
Salinos Company, 424 West Lake, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Salinos cathartic. 
 
Sapristo Company, 251 South Fourth Street, Bullitt Building, Philadelphia. 
Manufacturing Chemists. 
 
Shor Company, 440 South Dearborn, Chicago, Illinois. 
Import Chemists. 
 
Sirolin Company, 228 West Broadway, New York, New York. 
Manufacturers of Proprietary Medicines. 
 
The Spinol Company, 22 North Centre Street, Pottsville, Pennsylvania. 
Manufacturers of a Whooping Cough Remedy (“Spinol”). 
 
  These companies were all eventually eliminated as possibilities, as there is no current record of them ever having 
made a product that contained a narcotic. There was just one last possibility that was found. 
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Type 4: Handstamped Date and Registration Number (107) 

 

   
 

   
 

The one and two cent denominations are also known with a smaller size cancelation, as shown at the right, above. 
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Type 5: Handstamped Date and Registration Number (11,576) 
 

 
 

   
 

The two cent denomination is also known with a smaller size cancelation, as shown at the right, above. 
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7,531 

 

 
N2.01 

 
N2.04 

 

1919 Design size is 21 X 18.5 mm. Perf. 11
N2.01 1¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.02 2¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.03 3¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.04 4¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * 15
N2.05 5¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.08 8¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.10 10¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
N2.25 25¢ Carmine rose on watermarked white, with a black “Narcotic” overprint * ––
   Stamps printed by offset. The overprints were applied by letterpress. Scott 

RJA33, RJA34, RJA35, RJA36, RJA37, RJA38, RJA39, and RJA40. 
 
 

 
 
 

9,535 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

10,002 
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10,798 

 

 
 

 
 
 

16,296 
 

 
 

 
 
 

H046081 etc. 
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  The third opinion of the attorney-general interpreting the Boylan law, holds that the physician 
need not write out a prescription when he administers or dispenses the drugs in question but when 
dispensing them, and therefore acting in the capacity of a druggist, he must make out a certificate 
or write the label according to the law’s provisions so that they contain his name and address, the 
date of sale, and the name of the person to whom such sale is made, although he need not issue a 
certificate or write a label for the drugs when administering them himself. This latest opinion was 
rendered in response to a request made by the board of pharmacy at the behest of numerous 
physicians, who occasionally dispense the narcotics in question from their offices to their own 
patients and who administer hypodermic injections of morphine and codine. 
 
  Further protests against some of the most troublesome and some of the still ambigious 
provisions of the Boylan law are now being made to state authorities by members of the 
American Medico Pharmaceutical League in Brooklyn. Among other complaints against this law, 
the members of this league, most of whom are physicians, set forth their objections to the 
seemingly unnecessary requirements imposed upon physicians in its provisions compelling them 
to state their names, in full, including their Christian or given names, on all their prescriptions. 
Many of these physicians have been accustomed for many years to employ only the initials of 
their first names and they now maintain that they have no intention of changing their practice in 
this respect, despite a recent ruling of the New York State Department of Health that they give at 
least their first name in full. These physicians maintain that they have sound legal and judicial 
information that no physician should be convicted for failure to employ only the initials of his 
given names, if he desires to do so. A few pharmacist members of this league also object to the 
Boylan law’s requirements for stating the name and quantity of the drug dispensed upon the 
accompanying certificate or label on its container. To date, no attention has been paid by the 
department of health to any of these complaints and requests for more lenient interpretations and 
amendments, but it is considered probable that some effort will be made at the next session of the 
state legislature to amend the law along these and other lines. 

 
 

––––– 
 
 

 
 

A field of poppy plants.48 

                                                 
48 Source: http://bahaiteachings.org/opium-this-most-powerful-of-plagues. 
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Narcotic Licenses 
 

Michigan 
 

 
193? – 197? Overall design size is 152 X 101 mm. Imperf.
NLM1.44 Nv, Black on blue card with a typewritten black serial number, and with 

“F. H. Taft,” and dated 1944 –– 25
NLM1.45 Nv, Black on flesh card with a handstamped serif black serial number, and 

with “F. H. Taft,” and dated 1945 –– 25
NLM1.46 Nv, Blue on off-white card with a handstamped serif black serial number, 

and with “F. H. Taft,” and dated 1946 –– 25
NLM1.47 Nv, Black on ? card with a serif black serial number, and with “F. H. Taft,” 

and dated 1947 –– ––
NLM1.48 Nv, Black on ? card with a serif black serial number, and with “F. H. Taft,” 

and dated 1948 –– ––
NLM1.49 Nv, Black on flesh card with a serif black serial number, and with “F. H. 

Taft,” and dated 1949 –– 25
NLM1.50 Nv, Black on flesh card with a serif black serial number, and with “F. H. 

Taft,” and dated 1950 –– 25
NLM1.51 Nv, Black on flesh card with a serif black serial number, and with “C. K. 

Grettenberger,” and dated 1951 –– ––
NLM1.52 Nv, Black on flesh card with a serif black serial number, and with “C. K. 

Grettenberger,” and dated 1952 –– ––
NLM1.53 Nv, Black on flesh card with a serif black serial number, and with “C. K. 

Grettenberger,” and dated 1953 –– ––
NLM1.54 Nv, Black on flesh card with a serif black serial number, and with “C. K. 

Grettenberger,” and dated 1954 –– ––
NLM1.55 Nv, Black on flesh card with a serif black serial number, and with “C. K. 

Grettenberger,” and dated 1955 –– 25
   The serial numbers are sometimes preceded by black capital serif letters. 

 
  Some states required that those that handled narcotics obtain and display a narcotic license at their place of 
business. 


