UNITED STATES of AMERICA
AMERTCAN RAPID TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Set up in 1879, this company had lines from New York to Boston
and to Cleveland. Amglgamated with the Bankers and Merchants
Telegraph Company in 1890 or 1891, then taken over by Western
Union in 1894.

Collecting boxes (emptied every 15 minutes) were installed in
New York and 'TELEGRAM' stamps were issued to the public for
prepayment of messages.

As an alternative to prepayment, messages could be sent 'COLLECT'
and appropriate stamps were produced vertically se -tenant with
'DUPLICATE' stamps of the same value.

When the company ceased to exist, all stocks of stamps were cancelled
with a small punch hole, then sold to a New York dealer.




UNITED STATES of AMERICA

THE BALTIMORE and OHIO TELEGRAPH COMPANIES
CONNECTICUT RIVER TELEGRAPH COMPANY

xnt with the B and 0O in 1885

This company entered into agreeme
and adopted similar design stamps with the addition of the
words 'CONN' and 'River’
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g 51T ED STATES of AMERTICA

Most of the United States telegraph stamps were
issued in booklet form and will be found with
one or more straight edges.

THE POSTAL-TELEGRAPH COMPANY

This pane of six is from a booklet issued in 1931
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The name or initials of the company for whose use
they were issued are included in the design.
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In 1943 the 'Fostal' was absorbed by Western Union




UNITED STATES of AMERTICA

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

AMEHIGAR NANE Nod

COMIANY, NEW YUNIC 2 GOMINNY, MW TONK.

CHMPANT. NN YINEK

THIMPANY, ABW VORI,

e
COMIANT, NEW VO 1 WANE X
AMEMECAK ANK Xy




AMEIICAR TLAMIC ST Thnter il Banle

UNITED STATES of AMERTC A

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY
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— i e L
Hidk"m{w%—'ij

b | fame k.
‘-"—-—-‘ GO PLIMEHT/

AMEIELCAN ANIE Xire

i

0
I

B COMPLIMENTARY SR
$ COMELIM ZHE S SR

(TR TI TR & LA Hote Colewiorl

DMI‘rIHr_NaE' Fires
NowrCo NenwTindc.

CPIRAN
Sh

SRR A

.
s

=_,—-“'-
[\ COMPLIMENTARY e




UNITED BSTATESR of AMERTI®CA

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Frank stamps
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UNITED STATES of AMERICA

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Frank stamps
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URITHD STATES of AMERICA

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Frank stamps
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UNITETD STATES of AMERTICA

WESTERN UNTION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Frank stamps
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ONITED STATES of AMERTICA

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAFH COMPANY

PREPAYMENT STAMPS

In 1940 a series of five different value stamps
were availabe for sale to the public for use in
prepayment of telegraph services.

WESTERN. 3

[ TELEGRAPH STAMP

The idea was not successful and the stamps were
withdrawn and have not been repeated.




UNITED STATES of AMERICA

Government issued

TELEGRAPH TAX STAMPS

Revenue tax stamps were first introduced in

the USA in 1862. They were for use in the

payment of the tax as specified on the face
below the bust of George Washington.

In December of 1862 most revenue stamps were
allowed by law to be used indiscriminately.

Manuscript cancel was normal

Tax on telegrams ceased on 1t August 1864
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Stamp Monthly September 1985

WE KNOW!

EFORE THE TELEGRAPH WIRE OR

the railroad spanned the west, the Pony
Express delivered the mail between St.
Joseph, Missouri and Sacramento, Califor-
nia.

The Pony Express only lasted some 18
months between 1860 and 1861, but the
legend of the darin? young riders lives on.
One advertisement for riders read:

WANTED

YOUNG SKINNY WIRY FELLOWS NOT
OVER EIGHTEEN. MUST BE EXPERT
RIDERS WILLING TO RISK DEATH
DAILY. ORPHANS PREFERRED.
WAGES 25 DOLLARS A WEEK.

Pat Herst tells a story, though he says he
cannot vouch for its truth,
.The Pony Express riders would shout out

as they saw people in townships any news -

that they carried, just as the paper boys
used to call out important news which their
papers carried.

At the end of 1860, after Lincoln had
been elected President, the Pony Express
messenger rode through towns shouting
“Lincoln’s elected! Lincoln’s elected!” It
was news of national importance, for on the
result of the election depended the whole of
the nation's future. Lincoln’s victory meant
a policy which would cause the secession of
the Southern States, and lead to the Civil
War. The Pony Express riders recognised
their importance as carriers of news. “Lin-
coln’s elected! Lincoln’s elected!” they
cried. They did not know that, since last
they galloped through the towns, the tele-
graph line had been connected,

Lincoln’s elected! Lincoln’s’ Elected!
they cried. “WE KNOW", shouted back the
townspeople. . ;

Stamp Lover December 1987
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UNITED

STATES of

AMERTICGCA

CENTENARY of the TELEGRAPH

UNOFFICTIAL COMMEMORATIVE MINIATURE SHEET

commemorate this event on May 24th, 1944.

The P. O. Department issued a 3c. stamp to

The Telegraph Balti-
more,

WASHINGTONZBALTIMORE |
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UNITED STATES

TELEGRAPH STAMPS

Western Union Telegraph Co.
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Western Union

UNITED STATES

TELEGRAPH STAMPS
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UNITED STATES

TELEGRAPH STAMPS

American Rapid Telegraph Co.
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Atlantic Telegraph Co.

S T

1898 .

5C : 10C
BLUE {  PURPLE BROWN

Baltimore & Ohio Telegraph Co.

| Engraved by the
i American Bank Note Co, .

50

RLIIE

25 C
CARMINE

25 C
ORANGE

N Y W e e e e Ve,

TR,

P e

T Y e W e

e e

e:;@ :

D



1572 i 1873

GREEN RED

AND RED

T Y W g

2C
BLACK

TRy 10 €
R | N
& BLACK
) §

Tegraph

N W O W e o W R W o W e W

1891

UNITED STATES

TELEGRAPH STAMPS
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UNITED STATES

TELEGRAPH STAMPS

c{ Mutual Union Telegraph Co. North American Telegraph Co.
. 1882-83 1899
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TELEGRAPH

Mutual Union Telegraph Co.

CARMINE

North American Telegraph Co.

Dated 1901 ! Dated
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Eric Jackson

www.ericjackson.com
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UNITED STATES

TELEGRAPH STAMPS

North American
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TELEGRAPH

Pacific Mutual Telegraph Co.

1883
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Postal Telegraph Co. (Continued)
1894-19086

{ ! i i
i i |
! |
i 1804 1895 1895 1896
GRAY GREEN BLUE ROSE BROWN
(15T10) (15T11) (15T12) t (15T14)
! |
H 1 H
1807 1897 1898 1898 1899
LILAC BROWN ORANGE PALE BLUE ROSE ORANGE BROWN |
(15T15) (15T16) (15T17) H (15T18) (15T19)
H i i : |
t Signature of
i i John W, Mackay
o Dated 1902
R CHOCOLATE
(15T2u, (15T22)

Signature of : 1004 1805 ! 1906

Clarence H, Mackay 1 i
Dated 10 v ; BLUE ON BLUE ON
BICE Sl 2 YELLOW LIGHT BLUE i
(15T28) ) (15R25) (157T26)
1907
T bosTAL OW| | Dated 1907
it I
t == saron T E BLUE
< i B % 1o waRos : ON PINK
1 || TO #F r@anIsirrep Su@scT | :
H CONPIONE AGAIED O 1 : H
f | av rec wsed reaior : H
NOID AFTER OLCTMBER 207 } i
o0 o] | i
fotioas P l- i i

'-|'|-|.-\'|||-|I-|-;w_-:|-'--. (T T (15T28) .




1877
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| A (16TT)
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(1872)
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Western Union Telegraph Co.
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BELUE
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1879
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187 1-945
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I Same i
E Dated 1918 i il
5C DARK VIOLET |
{ OLIVE GREEN i
(16T53) (16T54)
1920 1921 1922
Same . ‘ Same
Dated 1920 a5 ¢ i % C i Dated 1922
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1923 1924
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Western Union Telegraph Co. (Continued)
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TELEGRAPH

Dated 1925
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Same

Trated 14530

5 C

OLIVE GREEN

b

(6197)

RISTRE BROWN
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GRAPH COMPANY,
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Western Union Telegraph Co. (Continued)
1930
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CARMINE
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Same
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(1O 185
19356
Same
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COLLECT STAMPS
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Atlantic Telegraph Co.
1888
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5C 0¢ 2C
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Baltimore & Ohio Telegraph Co.
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Engraved by the ‘
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Bank Note Co. ; 10 & e
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TELEGRAPH

American Rapid Telegraph Co.
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